Cutting out Cable:
Ditching Cable for a More Personalized
Approach
Things to remember
Determine why you want out of this decision. Is it to save money, to watch only speci�c content, or
to maximize what you spend your money on?
Remember, there’s no correct way to cut the cord. As long as you know what you want and work
towards that goal, you’re doing it the right way.
That said, most of these options require internet, so
make sure yours is suf�cient. Most cable companies in
our area have a minimum of 100 Mbps which is more
than enough, but if you use a DSL or satellite company
for your internet, make sure you’re getting at least 1520 Mbps to be able to stream well. You can visit
www.speedtest.net to check your internet speeds.

Streaming Devices
For the most part, if you’re going to cut cable, you’ll be transitioning to internet based
entertainment. For that, you’ll need some way to stream that entertainment into your house. One
common approach is to use a Smart TV. These allow you to
download apps for your favorite content and view them directly on
your TV. If you don’t have a Smart TV and aren’t in the market for a
new TV at this time, you can buy a streaming device. Popular options
are Roku, Amazon Fire,
Chromecast, and Apple TV. These
typically just plug into an HDMI port
on your TV and can be operated
with a remote or sometimes with your
voice or smartphone.
These devices can range from $30-199 depending on the kind of device you want and the
features it provides.

Free Options
There are several free options for keeping up with
entertainment. An antenna is the easiest option for free TV. In
Delaware, you should have an outdoor antenna for best
reception.
There are free ad supported streaming services like Crackle, Tubi, Vudu with
movies and TV shows, some classics, but some recent releases too. YouTube also
has a large variety of regular new videos on a variety of interesting topics.
Hoopla and Kanopy are free offerings you can use with your library card to
watch movies, TV, and more.
Pluto TV and Xumo are available as free TV if you’re not as picky about what’s
available to watch. There are even some live offerings on these platforms too.
Many cable networks also have Apps you can download and watch their recent
episodes for free. You just need a computer, phone/tablet, or smart TV to do this.

Streaming Services
Popular services exist to provide entertainment over the internet. Net�ix was one of the �rst and
is one of the biggest, but other major competitors include Hulu and Amazon Prime video.
Recent entries into the streaming wars include Disney+ and Apple TV+.
Premium networks like HBO, Starz, Cinemax, and Showtime all have their own streaming
options as well.
Other services exist for more niche interests. BritBox and Acorn TV cater speci�cally to lovers of
British TV while CuriosityStream focuses on documentaries.
These services range in price anywhere from $2.99 to $15.99 per month. They all offer free
trials, and some of them offer discounts if you subscribe for a full year at a time.
New services pop up all the time making it harder to keep up with everything. The bene�t to
these are you can cancel at anytime and jump to another. When you want to go back to that �rst
service, your watch list and everything will be there ready for you to return. So feel free to jump
around and try different services out. Many of these provide original content and once you �nish
one show, it might be another year before their next season comes out. Cancel and rejoin when
the new season comes back out, but try something else in the meantime.

Cable Replacement Plans
These streaming packages give you live TV over the internet. They’re often cheaper than a cable
package, but are often not the biggest discount to save you the most money per month. But if you
want to keep up with live TV and still save a few bucks a month, these might be a good option.
Most of these services have a base package that hovers around $60 a month, though they can
go as low as $20 and up to at least $65. That price will give you between 30-98 channels
depending on the service, and some are more
focused on speci�c content. For instance, FuboTV
focuses on sports programming, while Hulu’s
Live TV option also gives you a subscription to
the Hulu streaming service. Others like AT&T TV
Now offer to include HBO Max in with their
plan for free.
Most of these offer local channels to watch, but
Philo and Sling do not. However, they are the
cheaper options sitting between $20 and $45
depending on the plan.
These also often include an online DVR plan so you can record your favorite shows. YouTube TV
has the most generous DVR option where you can record as much as you want as long as you
watch it within 9 months time.
There are less of these plans popping up compared to streaming services in general, and price
hikes are more common as time goes on. The key is to look at their channel offering, what
bonuses they offer like DVRs, and see whether the savings for these is worth the switch.

